CHRISTIANS AND POLITICS
24th February 2013

Readings:

Genesis 15: 1-7 and 17-18
Luke 13: 31-35

The issue of Christians and politics is always a hot potato.
On one side you get those who say that religion and politics
should be kept apart and that all the problems come from
mixing the two. On the other side are those who say this
country is going to the dogs because God has been pushed
out, religion turned into a private hobby, and that there is a
great need for more Christian values in Britain today.
The whole of the Old Testament is about God choosing one
people, the Jews, and his struggles with them to keep them
following Him. Despite God doing huge things for them rescuing them from Egypt, bringing them into the Promised
Land, giving them kings, sending them endless prophets to
warn and encourage them, and then bringing them back
from exile - they are stiff-necked and rebellious. I love the
word God uses for them: “stiff-necked”, refusing to yield to
God. They will not keep their side of the bargain: to stay
faithful to God.
But God’s plan was never to reach the Jews only and it does
not seem to be true that He loves the Jews more than
anybody else. When God first calls Abraham, before today’s
reading even, He says, “All peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.” God’s plan has always been for all people, and
many times, even in the Old Testament times, let alone New
Testament times, He shows that He is concerned for

all people, even pagan ones. Why else does He send Jonah
to Nineveh, a non-Jewish people, to urge them to repent?
Finally, with Jesus God shows His full plan: He opens the
way for all people everywhere to get to know Him directly.
And we are told in the New Testament about a squabble
between the disciples about whether a non-Jew had to
become a Jew first to become a Christian. They settled it
that he didn’t; he could go straight to God through Jesus
without becoming a Jew on the way. Today God still wants
individuals and countries to follow Him, but we are still stiffnecked and rebellious.
Many of us feel that this country is far from God and is
getting worse. Most people don’t seem to believe that God
exists, or if He does, they certainly don’t see any reason to
read and obey the Bible or to revere God. Some feel that this
country and the West have gone down the drain and are
getting worse and worse. And yet we see with the Jews in
the Bible and in the history of this country that this has
happened before and that individual countries have gone up
and down in their behavior, and reverence for God. And God
does not give up on us, on calling us back to Him. Moreover,
the history of this country is full of revivals in different parts
of the country, small grass-roots revivals which have grown:
in Wales from 1738 and then in England under the Wesleys,
for example, and then again in 19th century.
But the solution to the problems in society is NOT to dream
of a society in which the church or a few Christians take
charge and force everybody to obey them. That has been
shown to be every bit as tyrannical and ungodly as any other
system of government. For centuries the Roman Catholic
Church wielded huge power, which they exercised ruthlessly
and corruptly. Similarly the Arch- Protestants under Calvin
tried the same thing in Geneva in 16th century, and they

were just as brutal as the Roman Catholics had been before
them, excommunicating, burning and executing. In Apartheid
South Africa sincere Christians imposed a brutal system on
blacks in the name of Christianity. Even in Bible times the
three great kings - Saul, David and Solomon - made huge
mistakes; and God had never wanted kings in the first place.
I think that there is no such thing as a perfect political
system, and certainly Christians holding huge power, which
they impose on others is disastrous.
Does this mean that there is no solution?
No, but it does mean that it is no use trying to impose
Christian values on a country if large numbers are ignoring
God in the first place. Talk of Christian values must be
accompanied by urging people to turn to God individually,
Christian conversion, in other words.
And what else can we do?
1) Live holy lives our selves. That also means being humble
enough to admit that we may be mistaken on particular
issues.
2) Pray for our our country, its leaders and its people, that
people will respond to God’s call to turn back to Him, as they
have done in the past.
3) Be involved: vote, say what Christians believe, become
school governors, councillors, MP’s, volunteer to be mentors
in school. Tell people that we believe that God is there, that
we are answerable to Him that He cares, that He wants
people to follow Him and expects this country to do so too.
I don’t think it’s true to say that we are on a slippery slope
ever downwards, as some believe. God is always calling us
back, and people respond. So let’s live holy lives ourselves
and speak up for Him in Britain today. To finish, I mentioned
South Africa earlier. Well, when Apartheid collapsed some

20 years ago, many Christians were heavily involved in the
process behind the scenes. And at the time even cynical,
non-Christian journalists said that what happened was a
miracle, when everyone had expected a bloodbath. That
should encourage us: God IS at work in nations, and there
are signs of that even today.
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