ARE YOU BOTHERED?
Reading: Nehemiah 1: 1-11
After their years of slavery in Egypt, God’s people, the
Jews, came back to the Promised Land and really got
going as a nation. After a time they set up a monarchy,
which went well for a bit under Saul, David and Solomon.
Then they split into two kingdoms: Israel in the north
(including Nazareth and Galilee), Judah in the south
(including Jerusalem and Bethlehem). Both kingdoms
largely ignored God and became corrupt, tin-pot
dictatorships, despite God telling them off. In 721BC the
northern kingdom was captured and taken off into exile
hundreds of miles away. And in 586BC the southern
kingdom was conquered and taken off to Babylon, and
then Persia for 50 years. A time of despair at first. Except
that after a time they seem to have been allowed to
practise their religion, and then they were allowed to
return home. But only 50 000 did so.
So here we are now in Nehemiah’s time, most of God’s
people 800 miles away from their home country, ruled by
the Persians, Nehemiah living in Susa , now in Iran, down
towards the Persian Gulf. The Jews are now, apparently,
free, and one or two have done very nicely. Nehemiah is
cup-bearer to the King, a high-up position - especially for a
former captive; he is in the palace, trusted by the King not
to poison the drink, and obviously around the King all the
time. And now his brother and some others travel the 800
miles to see him to tell him that Jerusalem is wrecked, the
country destroyed.
What would you do? Would you listen to them? What
would you think?
“Don’t listen to them. You can’t do anything about it. It’s
hundreds of miles away, and you may be trusted by the

King, but you are still a foreigner and a servant, and if you
do or say anything out of line, you’ll get the chop.”
“What can little you do, Nehemiah? The Promised Land
was a nice country then, but it’s gone to rack and ruin. Get
a life; get on with your new life. That’s in the past. Its no
use harping on about how wonderful things used to be in
the Promised Land. Get a grip and move on. Times are
hard.”
“God’s abandoned the Jews anyway, so don’t you go and
get stuck in, Nehemiah. Or else it must be God’s will that
most of his people are in exile here in Persia, so you must
accept it and get on with it.”
“God’s put you in this position of trust, Nehemiah. So don’t
rock the boat. You must be there to help your fellow Jews
in Susa. Don’t jeopardise that.”
Nehemiah, you’re comfy now. You’ve had a traumatic past
and you’ve earned a rest. So have a break. It would be
very dangerous in Jerusalem, and very tough living
conditions. Maybe in a few months’ time……”
--------------------Somebody (not a member of this church) who donated
some money to our Organ Fund told me that he’d been
virtually laughed at by his colleagues who’d said, “They’ll
never raise £50000! What’s the point of donating?” Others
talk about the good old days under Arthur Heathcote when
the Choir was huge and there were lots of young families
in the church. “We’ll never get back to anything like that!”
Or else people say, “This country’s gone to the dogs. No
one is interested in God; they just want to feather their
own nests. It’s no use trying to change things. And,
anyway, we’re so few!”
Are you bothered? And will you do something about it?
Nehemiah listened, he was bothered, and he prayed. He

stood with his people and shared the blame for disobeying
God, which brought them into exile:
“I confess that we, the people of Israel, have sinned. We
have acted wickedly against you and have not done what
you commanded. We have not kept the laws which you
gave us through Moses, your servant.” And he knew
God’s word and he claimed God’s promises:
“Remember now what you told Moses: ’If you people of
Israel are unfaithful to me, I will scatter you among the
other nations. But then if you turn back to me and do what
I have commanded you, I will bring you back to the place
where I have have chosen to be worshipped, even though
you are scattered to the ends of the earth.’”
Nehemiah was bothered. He listened to his brother, he
listened to God, He prayed about it, he heard God’s call,
and then he risked his life to DO something. We’ll hear
about that next week.
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